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Spring, but who would have predicted that
NATO member Turkey, a country that long en-
joyed a strong military and economic relation-
ship with Israel, would turn against its erst-
while ally with such ferocity? Turkish hostility
towards Israel goes well beyond the purported
settling of a score over the Gaza Flotilla inci-
dent. It appears calculated to establish Tur-
key’s strategic dominance of the Eastern Med-
iterranean by putting pressure on the lIsraeli-
American alliance. One important way for the
United States to discourage this kind of ad-
venturism in the region is to continue to affirm
its unbreakable bond with the State of Israel.

———
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Mediterranean Quarterly, a jour-
nal of global issues published by Duke Univer-
sity Press in the late in 1980s. Mediterranean
Quarterly is edited by Dr. Nikolaos A. Stavrou
(Professor Emeritus of International Affairs,
Howard University), a true believer in intellec-
tual honesty, professional integrity, and fair
play. The Journal is unique in many ways, and
has made its mark in the policymaking world
and global academy.

Dr. Stavrou ensured that thinkers from all lit-
toral states as well as academic experts in the
U.S. have an open and uncensored forum to
present and debate ideas. Mediterranean
Quarterly has no agenda to promote other
than the search for truth without fear or favor.
But more importantly, it has made a point to
open its pages to prominent African leaders to
address issues in true Mediterranean spirit of
respect for human dignity.

Over the years, | had the privilege of joining
a stellar list of contributors, among them
former President Jimmy Carter, former UN
Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghalli, the
Presidents of Turkey and Croatia, President
Salva Kiir of South Sudan, and a long list of
academics, foreign ministers, prime ministers
and prominent diplomats.

| consider it my distinct honor to have pub-
lished on a wide range of issues, including Af-
rica, the Cyprus crisis and other issues. The
Mediterranean Quarterly is a forum for think-
ers and not a place for waging an ideological
campaign.

———
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Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, the Rev-
erend Joseph E. Lowery, an irreplaceable or-
ganizer in the American Civil Rights Move-
ment and a leader who marched with Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. to overturn discrimina-
tion in voting rights and other injustices, cele-
brates his 90th birthday today. It is only right
that | honor this man who made my ascension
possible.
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Just 54 years ago, in a meeting in New Or-
leans, Louisiana, Rev. Lowery helped form the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
alongside Dr. King, Rev. Ralph Abernathy,
and New Orleans’ own Rev. Dr. Simmie Lee
Harvey and Rev. Abraham Lincoln “A. L.”
Davis—among other civil rights leaders. The
Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
known as the SCLC, was largely known for its
non-violent protests. It was Rev. Lowery him-
self who organized the 1965 Selma to Mont-
gomery March that eventually led to the pas-
sage of the historic Voting Rights Act. You'll
remember that the Voting Rights Act finally
guaranteed Black Americans the right to
vote—free from intimidation, poll taxes, and
other rules and laws designed to disenfran-
chise us. Rev. Lowery served as the president
of the SCLC from 1977—1997 and revitalized
it through his outspoken nature and distinct
leadership style.

Rev. Lowery continues to fight social injus-
tice even today at the young age of 90. For
his work, he’s received numerous awards in-
cluding the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
nation’s highest civilian honor; the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Foundation’s Phoenix
Award; the Martin Luther King Center Peace
Award; the NAACP Lifetime Achievement
Award; and the Fred L. Shuttlesworth Human
Rights Award from the Birmingham Civil
Rights Institute. Rev. Lowery has also re-
ceived several honorary doctorates from col-
leges and universities including, Dillard Univer-
sity, Morehouse College, Alabama State Uni-
versity, University of Alabama in Huntsville,
and Emory University.

While delivering the benediction at the 2009
presidential inauguration of President Obama,
Rev. Lowery reminded us all “that in the com-
plex arena of human relationships, we should
make choices on the side of love, not hate; on
the side of inclusion, not exclusion; and toler-
ance, not intolerance.” It is evident that this
principle has been a driving force in every
area of Rev. Lowery’s life for the last 90
years. His unwavering dedication to equality
for all people has made this country a better
place for people of all races and ethnicities.

As we celebrate the life of Rev. Lowery
today, we must also pause to remember the
legacy of another civil rights leader, Rev. Fred
Shuttlesworth. Rev. Shuttlesworth died yester-
day at the age of 89 after fighting for racial
equality alongside Rev. Lowery for more than
50 years. He was an American hero whose
fight for civil rights is emblematic of the perse-
verance, compassion, and faith that make us
American. He was a legend during the move-
ment and time has only cemented his place in
history as a champion of equality. He was
beaten, threatened, and his family was at-
tacked. Nonetheless, he never wavered from
his commitment to American civil rights. My
achievements have been possible because |
stand on his shoulders, Rev. Lowery’s shoul-
ders, and those of other freedom fighters. Dr.
King once referred to Rev. Shuttlesworth as
“one of the nation’s most courageous freedom
fighters.” It is because of this courage that his
legacy will live on for many generations to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in wishing Rev. Joseph Lowery a happy
and blessed 90th birthday. As Rev. Lowery
once wrote of Dr. King, “To appropriately cele-
brate . . . we must honor both the man and
the movement. To ennoble the man and ig-
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nore the movement is to do injustice to both.
We must not let the spirit of the movement be
overcome with sentimental ceremonies that
omit the sacramental nature of the struggle.
Ceremonies end with the benediction while
sacraments begin with the benediction. Cere-
mony is like putting a ring on her finger at the
wedding. Sacrament is ringing her life with
love and joy ever after.”
—

CONGRATULATIONS TO BEN AND
JENNIFER MOORE FOR WINNING
TENNESSEE FARM BUREAU’S
OUTSTANDING YOUNG FARMER
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
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Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ben and Jennifer Moore from the
city of Dresden in Weakley County on winning
the Tennessee Farm Bureau’s Outstanding
Young Farmer and Achievement Award this
past July 23, 2011. Mr. and Mrs. Moore were
selected over 20 excellent county contestants
to win the state competition and have a
chance to win national honors at the American
Farm Bureau’s convention early next year.

Mr. and Mrs. Moore farm over 3,400 acres
including corn and soybeans and a number of
specialty crops. Additionally, they pasture
about 80 head cow/calf livestock, and manage
a 4,000 sow operation.

Mr. and Mrs. Moore are also active in The
Young Farmers & Ranchers program which
promotes leadership skills for farmers ages
18-35. As members of the Program they
share a common bond for the agricultural life-
style, leadership development, and are dedi-
cated to meeting the challenges of farming
and ranching. Ben served as the YF&R state
committee chairman, was a member of the
Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation’s Board
of Directors, and has held numerous county
and leadership positions. Jennifer is a member
of the Tennessee Pork Producers Association,
and is active on YF&R committees and other
community organizations. The Moore’s dedica-
tion, service, and significant contributions to
their community and agriculture should make
all Tennesseans proud. Mr. and Mrs. Moore
have three sons, Miller, Tate, and Tyler. | con-
gratulate them all.

————
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the birthday of the Reverend Joseph
Lowery, one of the single most important lead-
ers of the modern civil rights movement; and
a close confidant of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Reverend Lowery was born in Huntsville,
Alabama on October 6th, 1921. He and Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. formed the Southern
Leadership Conference, which was the hub of
the civil rights movement in the 1960’s. In ad-
dition to being the co-founder of the SLC, Rev.
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